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Research Paper Review and Critique
Strengths and Weakness of the Study
One of the strengths of the study is the ability to use adolescents as participants in the research. This is because the majority of the people who are affected by substance abuse and violence are the youth (Fagan, Wright & Pinchevsky, 2014). Therefore, the use of the adolescents is bound to give highly reliable results. Another strength of the study is the sample that has been used. The research has been able to divide the area of Chicago into several parts which makes it easier for the undertaking of the study. Also, the division created enables the researchers to cover every geographical area and this enhances the quality of the research. The study is only done in one area and thus the results obtained from the research cannot be generalized. It is important for the research to be extended to other parts in order to capture the more views. Also, the study focuses on the youth in general rather than the developmental stages. This is something that would have informed the study even more.
Research Design
The study adopts the exploratory research design as it seeks to explore the degree to which neighborhood conditions may foster the issue of resilience among victims that have been exposed to violence (Fagan, Wright & Pinchevsky, 2014). Most of the other research done have only focused on the effects of exposure to violence, but there has been very limited knowledge when it comes to the issue of neighborhood collective efficacy. The main reason for adopting this type of design is for the researchers to be able to understand how the coming together of people in the society is bound to affect their attitude towards violence. The exploratory approach offers the researchers the platform to better understand the impact of social support on teenagers based on substance abuse and violence. The exploratory research designed will also be critical in opening up more research on the topic issue and thus enable most of the society to understand better the kind of impact that they have when it comes to offering support to the people that have been affected by substance abuse and violence.
Sampling Method Analysis
The samples and the sampling method used were quite okay as they strived to capture the views from each and every area in Chicago. The categorization of the research area into blocks and dwelling units was important in ensuring that the sample achieved for the research was much inclusive. This contributed a lot to the results that were achieved by the research. However, it is important that the research would have increased the geographical area to include other states. This could have been conducted in maybe three or four states for the researcher to have a better analysis of the issues based on different areas. Apart from the stratified sampling that was used in the research, I would have incorporated the use of simple random sampling that would have given each member of the population a chance to be selected.
Trustworthiness of Results
The results achieved by the research are trustworthy in the sense that they could be able to show the exposure that the teenagers had to violence which is something that can be related to. This is based on the different waves that were used by the researchers. The results showed that neighborhoods with higher levels of collective efficacy were associated with a high level of substance abuse (Fagan, Wright & Pinchevsky, 2014). This can be believed due to the fact that the neighbors will try to provide more support to the individuals who have been exposed to substance abuse. The fact that there are high levels of efficacies means that the rate of substance abuse and violence in the area is high and thus the need to organize supportive measures. From the results, it can be noted that more violence was associated with people who engaged in unsupervised activities. Those who had received social support were able to report low instances of violence. The results from the research can, therefore, be trusted.
Extensive Research
The research design that I will use in the new study will be exploratory. Through this design, I will be able to determine if the men, women and juvenile members have different drug patterns among themselves. The design will involve the use of stratified sampling in order to narrow down on the kind of population that is needed and therefore enhance the credibility of the research. The research is targeting men, women and juvenile members, and thus, the sampling technique will be critical in the selection of this population. The sampling will also give out the distinction between those who live in areas that lack adequate public services and compare with those living in rich places that have all the necessary public services. Most of the people living in impoverished areas are faced with many challenges that contribute to high drug use. This is critical for the research as it will be able to explain the differences associated and relate the same to the issue of drug abuse by the selected group of the population.
Generalization Issues in Research Design
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is important not to generalize the issues that will be in the research as it will not give a true picture of the research. The sample required for the research has been defined and thus it is important that the research design and the sampling method are focused on the selected group. The research seeks to establish the patterns that might be found in men, women and juvenile members and thus it is important that the research is conducted on this basis to avoid tampering with the results expected to be achieved.
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